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AGC Decision Form 
This form is to be used when the Academic Governing Council makes a 
decision on an issue. This form is sent to the Provost. 

Grading Policy 7.10 (Temporary Modifications to 

Definitions and Procedures) 

Decision 
On March 26, 2020, the AGC membership voted to endorse the following 

temporary modifications to the Grading Policy Definitions and Procedures: 

 

New Grade Option: Credit/No Credit (CR/N) for Winter 2020 

Students will be provided with the opportunity at the end of the semester to 
petition for a class to be changed to credit/no credit (CR/N) grade. Faculty 

will grade classes as they normally would. Students who earn a C grade or 

higher will have the option to petition for a CR (credit) grade. Students who 

earn below a C will have the option of changing to an N (no credit) grade. 
Students must submit a petition for this change within one week of final 

grades posting.  

 

Expanded Withdrawal Process for Winter 2020 
Currently, students must withdraw prior to the 70% date of the semester to 

be eligible to request a refund. GRCC strongly encourages students to 

complete their courses, but GRCC is going to extend the earliest deadline to 

withdraw to April 10th (withdraw deadlines can vary per class and is found in 

the student's online center). Until April 10th, students can withdraw from 
courses and receive credit to retake the courses in Summer 2020, Fall 2020, 

or Winter 2021 semesters. Students also have the option of withdrawing 

from courses and submitting a request for a tuition and fee refund (using the 

standard appeal form) until April 10th. After April 10th, any student who 
withdraws will not be eligible for course credit or eligible to request a refund. 

• Students are strongly encouraged to consult with their faculty member, an 

advisor, and financial aid specialist before withdrawing from courses. 

 
Suspension of Academic Standing Policy 

A student’s academic standing will not be adversely affected by Winter 2020 

grades. 

 
Incomplete Grades Modification for Winter 2020 (notification to faculty) 

Currently, incomplete grades can only be awarded after 90% of the course 

has been completed. That restriction will be suspended for Winter 2020 

classes so faculty can issue incomplete grades at any point beginning March 

24th at the student’s request. 
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Sponsor/Champion of Proposed Policy and Rationale 
The temporary modifications to this policy’s existing documented definitions 
and procedures were part of GRCC’s response to the COVID-19 global 

pandemic during the Winter 2020 semester. The Provost consulted with 

relevant college stakeholder groups, including AGC Exec, in order to 

determine that modifying the Grading Policy Definitions and Procedures as 
outlined here was an appropriate response to serve GRCC students during 

the abrupt transition to distance learning necessitated by the crisis and 

Executive Order by the Governor of Michigan. 

Supporting Data 
• The modifications were developed by Academic and Student Affairs 

and were shared with Department Heads, Program Directors, and the 

Faculty Association in advance of the AGC endorsement vote. 

• Academic and Student Affairs staff reviewed similar policy and 
procedural options offered by our peer institutions and four-year 

partners in addition to researching recommendations on a national 

level about how to respond to student concerns during this crisis and 

potential implications for students. 

Implications for Action 
• These modifications will be implemented through processes in the 

Registrar’s Office and in faculty end-of-semester grading, with 
additional support from the Financial Aid and Cashier’s Offices as well 

as Student Affairs and Student Success and Retention, as needed and 

appropriate.  

• These modifications will require notification to students, faculty, and 
the GRCC community as well as the appropriate forms and FAQs to 

clarify these modifications and provide instructions to students and 

faculty. Please see below for the communication to faculty about these 

changes, adding clarification to the above decision. 

• Students should be encouraged to consult with an advisor, department 
head, program director, or financial aid specialist before pursuing any 

of these options. The modifications provide students with options for 

Winter 2020 grades; however, students will need guidance so that 

they can make informed decisions about these options based on their 
declared academic program and future academic/career planning. 

• These changes are intended to only apply to Winter 2020 semester 

and will not carryover beyond that semester. 

Date of Decision by AGC 
March 26, 2020 

Vote: 95% approved, 3% against, 2% abstained 

Temporary modifications outlined above endorsed by AGC body. 
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Communication to Faculty  

New Grade Option: Credit/No Credit (CR/N) for Winter 2020 
 

Students will be provided with the opportunity at the end of the semester to 

petition for a class to be changed to a credit/no credit (CR/N) grade. Faculty 

will grade classes as they normally would. Students who earn a C grade or 
higher will have the option to petition for a CR (credit) grade. Students who 

earn a C- or lower will have the option to petition for an N (no credit) grade. 

Students must submit a petition for this change by May 12, 2020. 
 

What students need to know about CR/N grades: 
• Students are strongly encouraged to consult with an advisor, a 

faculty member in their program, and a financial aid specialist 

before selecting this option. Middle College and dual enrolled 

students should consult with their high school counselor and the 
GRCC Director of High School Partnerships. 

• Before selecting this option, students who are planning to transfer 

should consult with transfer institutions to understand how CR/N grades 

will be accepted. 

• This option provides students with maximum flexibility. Students who 
want or need a letter grade will have the option to keep a letter grade 

on their transcript. 

• A CR grade is equal to a “C or higher.” 

• CR/N grades are not factored in students’ overall cumulative GPA 
calculation. 

• CR grades will be counted towards graduation and degree requirements 

at GRCC, unless prohibited by external accreditors or specific program 

requirements. 
• If an employer or other organization is paying tuition for the student, 

the student should consult with the employer to determine if a CR/N 

grade is an acceptable option. 
 

Suspension of Academic Standing Policy 
 

GRCC will not assign Academic Probation or Academic Suspension following 

Winter 2020 semester. 

 

Section to be completed by the Provost 

Evaluation Plan 
As stated above, this is a temporary modification of the Grading Policy 

Procedures, effective only in Winter 2020. The next review and evaluation of 
the Grading Policy will occur as scheduled according to AGC records. 
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Response from Provost 
I support this temporary modification of the Grading Policy Procedures. 
Implementation should begin immediately (March 26, 2020) and will be in 

effect only for the Winter 2020 semester. 

 

                              May 13, 2020  

Brian Knetl, Ed.D.     Date 
Provost  


